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GENTLEMEN, 
57 Doubt owe, you'll think! it ſomes} | 
£14 what 04d; to receive a Letter —_ 

an old Officer, on a Subject, in 
In which Books only ſcem to be — ö 


eerin'd; and that relates to x Bu the ſubtileſt 
Theological Controverſies chat has either eu? 
erciſed or diſturbed” the Church, And was 
will probably ſurprize you ſtill more, is to find 
the ſame Letter directed jointly to two Pegg 4 if 


whom their Situation, but more eſpecially thai 
' + 


Diss. 0 


C4) 
Differences in Opinion, have ſet at ſo great a 
Diſtance. © But the very Occaſion of your Sur- 
prize muſt remove it; for had you not en- 
tered the Liſts together in the Spirit of Com- 
bat, I ſhould never have had Occaſion to in- 
terpoſe in the Character of a Peace- maker, 
nor call to you both at once, rather in the 
Voice of one that attempts to reconcile Friends 
at Variance, than compoſe the Reſentments of 
of Enemies. 

I own it may ſeem a little too preſuming, for 
one of my Character and Employment, to inter- 
meddle in the Controverſies of Divines; for 
which Reaſon I ſhould have taken ſome feign'd 
Name, and wrote to you inthe Diſguiſe, per- 
haps, of a Clergyman, had I not contracted 
ſuch an Habit in the Service, of talking about 
Military Affairs, and alluding to them when 
I'm in Diſcourſe on Subjects the moſt remote 
from Warfare, that I muſt have ſoon betrayed 
my ſelf to Correſpondents ſo diſcerning. Be- 
ſides, I don't care to diſſemble. You know; 
Gentlemen, it is not the way of the Army, I have 
been too long a Soldier to appear any thing elſe. 

However, tho' I have ſpent a great ſhare of 
my Time in Garriſons or Camps, as I got a lit- 
the Latin when I was a Boy, I have entertain'd 
my ſelf with my Books ever ſince the Peace of 
Utrecht. , TS i 
Tho' -Baker's Chronicle, Knows Hiſtory of 
the Turks, and ſeveral other Volumes of the 


ſame 


. 


ſame kind of Writing, have been my conſtant 
Companions in my Retirement; yet with the 


Leave of the Divines, I now and then look a 
little into Church Hiſtory, and read all the new 


Things that come out, particularly whatſoever 7, |: 


relates to the preſent Controverly with Liber- © 
tines, in which, as I ama ſtanch Chriſtian, my 


Thoughts are very deeply engaged. 
Do not imagine, Gentlemen, that Lay-Chri- 


ſtians are not concerned, as well as you of the 
Clergy, in the Defence of their Faith, particu- 


larly ſuch as I am, who have drawn my Sword 


as often in the Cauſe of Religion, as you have 


done your Pens. If you have riſqued your Cha- 
racters with Poſterity in its Favour, I have alſo 
riſqu'd my Life for it; and that you know is 
as dear to me. For every drop of Ink you have 
ſpent in the Service of the Church Militant, I 
have ſhed, at leaſt four, of my Blood. If I 
break in upon your Province of writing about 
Religion, do you the ſame with mine, and fight 
for it, when Occaſion ſhall ſerve 3 every Man 
of Senſe will think it more decent and more 
conſiſtent with your Zeal, than to turn your 
Weapons upon each other, when the common 
Enemy is laying hard at us all. | 
Bear, good Gentlemen, bear with the Warmth 
of an old Man, who imbib'd the Principles of 
Religion in better Times than theſe, and the 


remainder of whoſe Blood riſes with Indignation I} 


at thoſe Libertines, who wou'd laugh that vil 
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Faith out of the World, in the Defence of 
which he ſhed the reſt, and no leſs at thoſe Di- 
vines, who draw upon each other within the 
Town, when they ſhould unanimouſly encou- 
Tage us to the Defence of our Walls, where the 
. Adverſary has already made a dangerous Breach 
in one part, while they fix their Ladders to it 
in others, and prepare for a general Aſſault. 
Bear alſo with my Military Stile, and while I'm 
calling to you as a Frfend, apprehenſive of our 
common Danger, do not idly criticiſe on the 
manner of expreſſing my Concern for you and 

the great Cauſe, in which you are embarqued. 
The Garriſon is well Wall'd, its Foundations 
deep, its Battlements high, its Baſtions diſpoſed 
according to Military Rules, and mounted with 
Cannon of a wide and formidable Bore. We 
have ſufficient Magazines of Ammunition, and 
Stores of Victual, and our Soldiers are well 
arm'd, full of Courage, ard hearty in the Ser- 
vice. But this can never ſecure us againſt the 
Attacks of our Aſſailants, unleſs our Comman- 
ders be wiſe, vigilant, and unanimous ; unleſs 
they join Heads to conduct the Defence with 
; Diſcretion, and Hearts to execute their Reſolu- 
tions with Steddineſs, Neither Namur, nor 
"Gibraltar, nor the beſt Garriſon in the World 
could ever hold out. The Beſiegers, dis 
true, are in many reſpects contemprible, their 
Cannon ſeldom fire home, their Weapons arc 
blunt and brittle, the Ground on which they 


4 | entrench 


entrench is ſandy and ſhallow, and their Mili 
Stores ſcanty. But then they perfectly well under 
ſtand the Art of War, they are great Maſters of 
Stratagem, and extremely intent upon the Oc» 
caſions of Engaging with Advantage. However, 
be only unanimous, and we can't fail to baffle 
their Attempts, Be abſolute each of you in his 
own Quarter, but don't intrude upon and con- 
found one another. Let not this one, becauſe 
he himſelf fights with @ Pike, find fault with 
that other for fighting with a Sword ; bur ler 
each hew, or bruiſe, or puſh the Enemy with 
that kind of Weapon which he is belt skill'd 
to wield, Every Weapon has its Uſe, and there 
may be Occaſion for them all. Whilſt you 


give oppoſite Orders, we Under-Officers or 


common Soldiers, know not which to follow, 


and the Delay this Diſorder occaſions, gives the 5 


Enemy time to mount the Breach, and make 
the Defence ten times more difficult and hazar- 
dous. Be as diſtinct in your Orders as you pleaſe, 
but be not contrary. 


It has been obſerved, that as Men grow leſs + 


couragious and patient of Labour, they haye 


learn d to fortify with more Art, and to put their 
Truſt in Walls and Towers, inſtcad of perſonal | | 


Courage and Conduct; hence proceeds Securi- 


ty, the greateſt Enemy to Military Exploits, 
hence frequently the greater Number, tho' in- 
cloſed within a Garriſon deem'd impregnable, 
haye been ſurprized and cut to pieces by the 
fewer. The 


— 
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Phe great Eccleſiaſtical Garriſon ſeems to be qual 
threatened" with the Effects of the: ſame Dege- vate 
neracy. Its Walls are raifed much higher, and rhe! 
peihaps rendered ſtronger, irs Counterſcarps, its der: 
Baſtions, and its Redouhts are executed upon fort 
more skilful Plans by the modern Engineers, AS 
tharr they were by the old Methods of Fortifi- bit] 
cation. But all this to very little Purpoſe, if Pie 
it renders the Defendants idle, fecure and luxu- ſho 
tious, it it gives the Commanders Leiſure for for 
ambitious Broils among themſelves; and makes * | Oc 
them ſeek Enemies within, whilſt they live in ly 
2 Contempt of thoſe without the Walls. 


Pardon, Gentlemen, my runniug thus into ſel 
Allegories drawn from my Employment: I ve 
flide, I know not how, inſenſibly into ſuch Al- Ct 
ljuſions. However, they ſeem to he very paral- ly 
lel to the Caſe under Conſideration, and as ſuch let 
perhaps you may not think them altogether to at 
be deſpiſed. But to be plain, Books indeed pe 
rote in Defence of Chriſtianity, are neceſſary el 
to anſwer thoſe that oppoſe it, and ſatisfy the C 
' Reading World of its Divine Authority and ti 
Truth. But then thoſe Books, unleſs they N 


appear to proceed from a diſintereſted Chriſtian P 
Principle, and to be put in Practice by ſuch as e 
"approve of them, eſpecially their Authors, can 

{ 


«be of no more Service to the Cauſe, in which 
they are engaged, than Artillery charged and 

directed, but never fired. Particularly, if the 
Authors that write in Favour of Chriſtianity, 4 
i quarrel 
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quarrel with each other about their own pri- 


vate Opinions, the World will rather regard 
them as Authors than Chriſtians. Their Rea- 
ders will be tempted to look upon their Per- 
for mances, howſoever ingenious in themſelves, 
as dictated to them rather by a Spirit of Am- 
bition and Contention, than by à Spirit of 
Piety, and a Zeal for that Religion which 
ſhould inſpire mutual Love, and a Contempt 
for Praiſe, and which whoſoever makes the 
Occaſion of Diſſention, underſtands not rights 
ly its meek and peaceful Genius. 

As for you Gentlemen, if we believe your 
ſelves, you have grafted your Diſpute upon the 
very Root of Religion, and therefore if irs 
Conſequences be hurtful, they mult be infinire- 
ly more dangerous than Differences in Matters 
leſs fundamental. A radical Putrefaction ſtrikes 


at the Life of the Whole, whereas a diſtem- | 


per'd Branch may be lopp'd off, and with it the 
entire Piſorder. Should one of thoſe Aid du 
Camps that receive Orders from the General in 


time of Battle, miſconceive or wilfully alter the * 


Meſſage he is charged with, it would infallibly 


pervert the whole Scheme of the Battle, and tl 


endanger the Loſs of the Day. The Hazard 
would not be ſo conſiderable, it a petty Captain 


from the main Deſign of the Engagement. 


However, tho' the Point on which you dif- 


fer, may be a fundamental One, Pm afraid your 


wrangling 


ſhould fight his Troop after a Method differem 94 
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wrangling about it will have worſe Conſequen- 

ces than could proceed from either the one 
Opinion or the other, were it univerſally re- 
ceived and eſtabliſhed. Do not think, Gentle- 
men, that Religion is to ſtand or fall, accord- 
ing as this or that of your Opinions ſhall obtain. 
You know it ſubſiſted for many Apes, and 
with ſtood the Perſecution of otherguiſe Adver- 
ſaries, than a few ſneering Libertines, without 
troubling it ſelf much about Analogy. Ir was 
no ſubtle Diſtinctions, nor nice metaphyſical 
Schemes that ſupported this magnificent Fa- 
brick in the midit of ſo many Storms; No, it 
was Faith, Piety and Charity, Pillars of a ſo- 
lider kind of Stuff than ever was dug from the 
Mines of the Schools. 

But you have only run fondly into the ſame 
Warmth with all the other Theological Dis- 
putants, that have gone before you, every one 
of whom has made the particular Controverſy, 
howſoever trivial it may have been, in which he 
was engaged, the one only (Queſtion on which 
all Religion bottom'd, and repreſented the Te- 
nets of his Adverſary as utterly deſtructive of 
Faith and Revelation, It is to be wondered, that 
Perſons of ſuch uncommon Underſtandings, and 
| that have ſet themſelves to open new Avenues 
to Truth, ſhould repeat ſo trite an Error, and 
ſink the main Value of their Performances, by 
laying an immoderate Streſs on the Part con- 
troverted. How ridiculous woull it be for a 
common 


n, ̃ 


common Soldier or a petty Officer, inthe Time 
of Battle, to tell thoſe that ſtood next him, 


that if he ſhould be kill'd, it would be in vain ' 


ro diſpute the Victory any longer, ſince the 
whole Succeſs of the Day centered intirely in 
him? | | 
Either you intend by the Oppoſition you 
give each other, to ſerve the Cauſe of Religion, 
or to adyance and ſecure your Credit as Authors, 
Now, as I can't help ſuppoſing the former, 
from that excellent Spirit, and that extraordina- 
ry Meaſure of Underſtanding that ſhines thro'- 
out the Writings of you both, you muſt give 
me leave, Gentlemen, to put you in mind, that 
you are taking a moſt prepoſterous Method to 
anſwer the good End propoſed. Calm your Re- 
ſentments a little, and look back upon the Con- 
troverſies of former Ages, and ſee what Blood 
they have ſpilt, what Scars or Wounds ill heal'd, 
they have left on our Religion. Look round 
you, and ſce, by the general Sneer, what ex- 
cellent Diverſion you afford your libertine Ad- 


verſaries, who are ſaved the Trouble of attack⸗- 


ing you, by your mutual Animoſity, and re- 
joice to find each of you ſinking under a ſtron- 
ger arm than their own. 

You are each of you, labouring to prove, that 
whatſoever his Antagoniſt has ſaid on the Point 


in Diſpute, is idle, equivocating, and erroneous. 


The common Adverſary of you both fear not, 
will be ready enough to believe you. You need 


not 


1 
* 3 
+ 0 


, 
| 
: 
5 
[ 
* If 
Sg 
g 
: 
Y 1 
PS 
94 
4 


[1 
o 


err 


not be at the Trouble to demonſtrate it to 
them. Il engage they' H take it on your bare 
Word. Nay they'll do more than that; they 
will extend whatſoever you charge cach other 
with in the Article of Debate, to the reſt of 
your Performance. They will allow you all 
that Imputation of Nonſenſe and Fallacy, 
which you are fo ready to throw upon each o- 
ther in a particular Caſe, to be juſtly charge- 
able on the Whole. This is more, I believe, 
than either of you ever thought, or intended 


to prove, vet be aſſured, your Arguments prove 


nothing ſhort of it among Libertines, who, all 
the World knows, have a Trick of drawing 
general Concluſions from particular Premiſes. 

You both will ſay, that you are concern'd to 
ſee the Truth abetted by fallacious Arguments; 
and that a wrong Defence does more Harm to a 
good Cauſe, than an open and direct Oppoſi- 
tion. | 

This may be true, and you are very much in 
the right on't to be therefore concern'd. But 
perhaps the Defence is not ſo wrong as you ima- 
gie. Wou'd you know whether it is or not ? 
Let me humbly ſuggeſt a Method to you, 
which alone I would prefer to your own Judg- 
ments, When the, Jewiſh Sanbedrim delibe- 
rated whether they ſhould perſecute the Diſci- 

pies of Our Saviour with the Secular Arm, and 
were almoſt unanimouſly determin'd to a Reſo- 
| lution net unlike yours, that is, of * 
| | | ſuc 
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ſuch Opinione, as they did not approve of, by 
human Means; Gamaliel ſtopt their violent Pro- 
ceedings, with Advice to leave them to them- 
ſelves, and an Aſſurance that a little time wou'd 
ſhew whether they were of God or Man, If 
cither of you be a Theudas or a Fudas, your 
Writings will fall beneath the Power of that 
God, whoſe Religion they diſ-ſerve; and this 
will infallibly be their Fate, the' no Man 
ſhou'd ever trouble himſelf to refute them. 
If you be Fellow-workers with the Apoſtles, 
as I confidently believe you are, you will ſtand 
upon the ſame Foundation with them, ſtand 
in ſpight of Hell and the World, in ſpight of 
the Enemies of Truth and Virtue. But this 


Moderation and Reliance on Providence, is ſtill 


more directly recommended to you by the Prac- 
tice of Our Saviour. When one of his Diſci- 
ples told him, that he finding one, who was 
not a Follower of him, cafling out Devils' in 
his Name, had forbid, him, he reproved his 
miſtaken Zeal, telling him, hat whoſoever was 
not againſt them, was on their part. Do not: 
hinder each other from caſting out the Devils 


of Hereſy and Infidelity. The Work is good, 


and ſince you both do it in the Name of. 


God, never reproach one another, with not 
following the Footſteps of your Maſter. 


But you may have found, before this, that 


the Generality of your Readers, eſpecially 
thoſe that read you, to find your Faults, do 
G not 
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not judge altogether ſo charitably of your Mo- 
tives for falling foul upon one another. They 
ſuppoſe your Warmth proceeds not from Love 
of Truth, but of Applauſe: z and that inſtead 
of labouring to fortity Religion, you are only 
endeavouring to ſecure the Foundations of thoſe 
Books, on which you build your Credit with 
Poſterity. That they judge amis, thoſe who 
know you can witneſs; yer ſince they can 
give your Diſpute the Appearance of procced- 
ing from ſuch unworthy Motives, would it 
not be more prudent to drop, than maintain it 
any longer, foraſmuch as while it ſubſiſts, it 
can ſerve no other End, than that of fruſtra- 
ting the good Effects of whatſoever elſe you 
may write, or tarniſhing the Luſtre of Books 
otherwiſe full of Beauty, and furniſhing our 
Adverſaries with Marter for unworthy Reflec- 
tions on the braveſt Champions of our Cauſe ? 
Tho” I believe there are few Spirits exalted 
farther above a Love of Praiſe, by a refin'd 
Senſe of Things, and a Thirſt of hig er Glo- 
ry, than that which a well-wrote Book can 
reflect upon its Author; yet I neither think it 
wrong, that you ſhould place the Reputation 
of having well defended the beſt Cauſe in the 
World, in a diſtant part of your View, nor 
do I think it poſſible it ſhould be other wiſc. 
But then, Gentlemen, you can't reaſonably 
hope for any Reputation by a Performance of 
that kind, unleſs what you derive from your 
v1. en- 


e 


1 
engaging in ĩt out of a Love to your Religion, 
as your primary and principal Motive, and 
from your appearing to proceed conſiſtently | 
with that Motive in the Proſecution of your 
Deſign. How far Contention and Reproach 
may be inconſiſtent with both, judge for your 
ſelves. Tis abſolutely requiſite in a good Ge- 
neral, and indeed in every Officer and Soldier, 
that he engage in a War with a hearty Zeal 
for his Country, and the Cauſe he eſpouſes, 
and that he ſeek his Glory not ſo much in do- 
ing brave Actions, as in doing them to pro- 
mote the Intereſt he's embarqued in. When 
Ambition, or a Thirſt of Glory, has been the 
ruling Principle of Action, we find it has pur- 
ſued the Good of its Country only ſo far as 
that, and its Love of Glory coincided, and 
when they have run acroſs each other, has 
turn'd its Arms againſt its Country, - and 
ſought Repuration in deſtroying, as it did 
before in defending it. We have had our 
Coriolanus s, our Sylla's, and our Cæſar's in 
the Church, as well as elſewhere, who have 
done nobly for the Cauſe qt Religion, while 
it was able to diſcharge the Pay of Honour, 
and on t other hand, have made moſt unſight- ' 
ly. Havock of what they ſo ſtrenuouſly de- 
F-nded before, when Religious Differences have 'M 
ariſen, and Party Ambition has directed their 
Mouths another way; - _ 
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It is not my Opinion, Gentlemen, that you 
are of this kind of Men. I rather think you 
take up Arms to defend and maintain, with 
an honeſt Zeal, what each of you apprehends 
to be the true Conſtitution of our Religion. 


of the Apoltles, by this fatal — 
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of what muſt be, one Day, moſt ſeverely 
accounted for! What an heavy Draught is 


made on us at preſent, by the Alienation of 


your Talents, who have ſo much of our 
Stock in your Hands, Tis a grievous Loſs 
when an Officer of great Experience, or a 
Soldier of more than ordinary Strength and 
Courage, ſtand ftill in time of Battle, and 
will not aſſiſt their own Side; but 'tis ſtill 
worſe, if the one ſhould ſtrike down the 
Weapons of his Fellows, and hinder them 
from aſſaulting the Enemy, and the other bu- 
ſy himſelf in miſleading the Men, and per- 
verting the Order of the Battle. 
What Puniſhment, Gentlemen, do you 
think that Soldier would deſerve, who, be- 
cauſe thoſe that happen to be Stationed near 
him in an Engagement, would not imitate 
him in his manner of annoying the Ene- 


my, when perhaps it is a little ſingular too, 


and not altogether authorized by the Diſci- 


pline, ſhould therefore expoſe them to the Ene- 
my, by ſhewing where they were unguarded, 
and how they might be caſieſt aſſaulted and 
ſlain? Would you pardon him if he ſhould 
offer in Vindication of himſelf, that he could 
not endure to ſee Victory obtain'd, even by 
his own Side, except oy fought according 
to what he thought the ſtrict Rules of Diſci- 
pline ? 'Tis certain this Excuſe would not ſa- 

| B tisfy 
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tisfy a Court-martial z and why the Battles 
of the Loxp ſhould be fought with leſs U- 
nanimity among the Eccleſiaſtical Soldiers, 
than thoſe of Avarice and Ambition amongſt 
us, I can't fee, 

I remember in our late Wars in Flanders, 
if any of us happened to have a Pique at his 
Brother-ſoldier, an Engagement never fail'd 
to reconcile us, Our private Animoſities 
were ſwallowed up in the general Danger. 
The Common Cauſe and the National Quar- 
rel, always ſuperſeded thoſe little Differences 

«which in time of Peace might have been more 
laſting; and People that hated each other be- 
fore, have not only returned good Friends 

from a Fight, embracing and wiſhing each 
other much Joy ot the Victory, but have 
been known to aſſiſt and reſcue each other 
in the Fury of the Battle, generouſly conſult- 
ing the Common Cauſe, and not weakly 


| 


ment. 


A little before the famous Battle of Ra- 
millies, IJ had a Quarrel with a Brother - Offi- 
cer of the ſame Regiment with my ſelf Our 
Spleen on both Sides ran. high enough to 
bring us to Extremities any where, hut in a 
Camp. However, we having Occalion to 
fight the French ſoon after, our private Grudge 
gave Way to the Common Cauſe, and 


We 
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we engaged, tho' without a formal Reconcilia- 
tion, yet well enough diſpoſed to Friendſhip 
in our Hearts, I'm ſure mine was utter] 
diveſted of its Spleen, and that his was 4 
too, his Behaviour in the Battle ſufficiently 
ſnewed; for the generous Man (the Re- 
membrane of it brings the Tears from my 
Eyes at this Day) when I had cloſed with 
a Captain of the oppoſite Side, and was 
pulling him from his Horſe, ſeeing a French 
Soldier making a full Paſs at my Back, which 


lay fairly expoſed to him, tho' he was very 


hotly preſs'd at that Inſtant himſelf, gave 
the Fellow ſuch a Gaſh on the Shoulder, 
as made him drop his Sword, and then threw 
himſelf between me and the Enemy, fight- 
ing before me till I had finiſh'd my Man. As 
ſoon as the Battle was over, and I was fully 
inform'd of what he had done for me (for [ 
could ſee but little of what paſlcd) I flew to 
him in ſuch a Tranſport of Love, and Shame, 
and Gratitude, as no other Occurrence could 
Fay have excited, We were ever after 
ut one Man. . ; 
Thus, Gentlemen, we of the Army com- 
poſe our Reſentments, and vent our particu- 
lar Spleen upon the general Foe, we, whole 
very Profeſſion is Wrath and Death, How 
much more ought you to poſtpone private 
Piques, whoſe Buſineſs it is to recommend 
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the Goſpel of Peace, both by. your Exam- 
ples, and in your Preachings, who fight an 
infinirely more important Bartle than we, ſuch 
a Battle, and for ſuch a Stake, as ſhould bind 
your Hearts rogether in the firmeſt Con- 
cord, and lift your Spleen to an higher and 
juſter Object of Reſentment, than little per- 
ſonal Aﬀronts can ſuggeſt to it? 

Had the Duke of Marlborough and Prince 
Eugene obſtinately purſued two different 
Plans in their Marche:, Sieges, and Battles, 
and had each been irdaſtrious to acquaint 
the Enemy with all the wrong Steps the o- 
ther made, and how he might be eaſieſt ſur- 
prized and defeated, our Triumphs, not- 
withitanding the Bravery of our Soldiers, had 
been but few, and our Trophies rare. As 
rarely ſhall we triumph over Deiſm and In- 
fidelity, if our Leaders in Knowledge, and 
the ableſt Champions of our Faith, thwart 
each other, and mutually conſpire their own 
Ruin and Confuſion. I don't ſay this, be- 
cauſe I think you manage the War of O- 
pinion with lets Addrefs and Conduct, than 
the Generals above-mentioned, did That a- 
gainſt the French, or that you can find much 
in each other to fix the Common Enemy 
upon; but tho' your Meaſures be diſcreet 


enough in themſelves, yet mutual Oppoſition 
will defeat both, | FP 


You 
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it is the Intereſt of Religion, that you con- 


En 


Vou can never, Gentlemen, anſwer the 
End you propole by this Controverſy, whe- 
ther it be the Conviction of Infidels, or the 
Credit of Writing well. You can never 
prove your ſelves in the Right, by proving 

one another in the Wrong; nor hope that 
your Characters will flouriſh among Poſteri- 
ty, when you nip them thus in the Bud, 
and apply ſuch a Canker-worm to their ten- 
der Roots. Tis the Intereſt of you both to 
ſound a ſpeedy Retreat, and, if that Conſi- 
deration can't weigh with you, conſider that 


tend no longer. If you be truly thoſe diſ- 
intereſted Defenders of the Divine Cauſe, 
that the more pacifick Part of your Wri- 
tings, and your noble Characters ſpeak you, 
555 will inſtantly put an end to thoſe fatal 

oſtilities, that rend the Bowels of Religion, 
and bring the deepeſt Groans from the Spi- 
rit of Faith and Love. For ſhame, good 
Gentlemen, throw down your Arms; Fight 
no more like Foes, but embrace like Chri- 
ſtians; Rather conquer your ſelves than one 
another. Such a Victory will make you in- 
vincible to your Adverſaries of the Minuie 
Tribe, and give your Names a brighter Lu- 
ſtre to all ſucceeding Generations, than a 
thouſand Volumes, wrote with all the Ma- 
ſtery of thoſe you have already publiſhed. 


If 
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If you would rather chuſe to ſhare in the 
Conqueſt of the common Foe, than a mu- 
tual Defeat, join Hand in Hand, and bear 
upon the Adverſaries of Truth and Vertue, 
with united Forces, and mutual Reſolution. 
The Battle waxeth hotter, and the Enemy 
preſs on harder; in ſuch an Heat of Ac- 
_ there's no Leiſure for little private 
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his Epiſtle may ſeem too prolix, but 
excuſe it, fince 'tis from an old Man, The 
Dinn of Arms and Battles, that make ſo 
much Noiſe in it, may offend 3 but conſi- 
der, that Controverſies in Religion have 
been uſually attended with ſuch Sounds, 
The Strain of Metaphor and Allegory may 
diſguſt ; bur you'll pardon that I hope, 
when I aſſure you that the reading your 
Books could ſcarce chuſe but have that Ef- 
fett upon one that admires them as much as 
I do. So much Freedom in one of my 
| Character, with Perſons ſo highly and fo 
| deſervedly diſtinguiſhed in the Church, 
might ſeem Preſumption to Men of leſs Un- 
9 than your ſelves, who do not 
weigh what you hear by the Figure and 


Station of him that ſpeaks, but the Weight 
of what he ſays, who know that the firſt 
Meſſengers of Chriſtian Peace were the ſim- 
pleſt and meaneſt of the People. Reaſon 
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and Truth, come they from whom they 
will, always find a Welcome with ſuch Spi- . 
rits, and do not more convince, when they 
proceed from the Mouth of the moſt Emi- 
nent in Learning, than when they are pro- 
poſed by ſuch a one as, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Tour Moſt 


Humble Servant 


and Admirer, 


1733. 


Veteranus. 
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